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The Japan News by The Yomiuri Shimbun

Nation

Drama tackles bullying of disease sullerers

By Yohei Takei
Yomiuzi Shimbun Stall Writer

nonprofit organization

and a university

movie-making group

have produced a DVD

drama calling for an

end to discrimination
and prejudice against people with a ser-
ious vascular disease.

Mirai Planet is an NPO in Yamagu-
chi Prefecture established by people
with intractable vascular malformation
(see @), an ailment whose cause is un-
known.

It plans to distribute free copies of
the DVD mainly to elementary and ju-
nior high schools around the countty.

About 30
minates long, the
drama is titled
“Sakihokore,
Tsu-yoku
{Bloom in glory,
strongly} Irre-
placeable.” The
main character is
a gir] with in- b S
tractable vascular Tre Yomun Snenoun
malformation Tsuyoshi Aridomi
who also suflers
emotionally because many of the
peaple around her do not understand
her situation.

However, the school nurse and oth-
ers support the girl. After she enters
high school a specialist correctly dia-
gnoses her illness, and she finally
takes a more forward-looking attitude
toward life.

The story is based on the experfences
aof Tsuyoshi Aridomi, the head of the
NPO and an emplayee of the Yamagu-
chi prefectural government.

In 2001, Aridomi developed
symptoms including backaches, numb-

Counesy of buas Planst

A young girl played by Ayano lto leaves a classroom due to her poor health and the insensilive worde of her classmates.

ness in his left leg and swelling. Doctors
were puzzled as to why this was hap-
pening and he was repeatedly hospital-
ized.

The pain was not the only problem.
Aridoml said he also suffered psycholo-
gically due to a lack of understanding
from people around him and “power
harassment.”

One of his colleagues complained,
“He refuses to work by pretending to
be sick,” while another said, “I can’t

trust you with any job.”

In 2010, nine years after the onset of
the illness, Aridomi finally received a
cotrect diagnosis. He later established
Mirai Planet to seek out fellow patients
who had the same intractable disease
but did not know it.

The NPO works to improve medical
systems and gavernment assistance for
people with the condition.

Aridomi thought, “I want to make
the world a place where not only people

with intractable diseases but all socially
vulnerable people, including disabled
people and crime victims, are free from
prejudice or discrimination.”

In spring 2015, he got the idea of
producing the drama.

Mirai Planet procured ¥2.5 million,
partly through the Red Feather Com-
munity Chest fund drive, and asked
university movie-making groups to
cooperate in shooting the film. A
University of Tokyo group called Eiga

Seisaku Spika 1895 agreed to help out.
Members of the Spika group usually
produce movies for their own genera-

“I want all
socially
vulnerable
people to be
free from
prejudice”

— Tsuyoshi Aridami,
the head of Mirai Planet

tion, purely for entertainment.

Ayano Ito, 22, a Spika representative
at that time, said: “It was our first time
to produce a movie that a wide range of
generations would find easy to under-
stand, but we accepted the request be-
cause we wanted to use our knowledge
and experience to belp others.”

Shooting began in August last year
with Ito serving as director, scriptwriter
and lead actress. Other participants in-
cluded elementary school students in
Yamaguchi Prefecture; Cara Fure, a
local pop group in Yamaguchi city; and
professional actors and actresses in-
cluding Maiko Kawakami and Daijiro
Harada.

The DVD also contains video clips in
which about 140 people share comfort-
ing messages.

They include Health, Labor and Wel-
fare Minister Yasuhisa Shiozaki;

Kasumi Ishikawa, a table tennis player
who won a bronze medal at the Rio de
Janeiro Olympic Games; and Shoko
Haida, a former singer in NHK music
programs for children.

The movie was completed in March
this year.

In May, copies of the DVD were dis-
tributed to elementary and junior high
schaols in Yamaguchi Prefecture. The
NPOQO says the movie is used in school
classes and company job training ses-
sions.

Through Mirai Planet, Aridomi pub-
lished his autobiography, “Makeru-
monoka!” (You won't beat me), and
used the royalties to help finance pro-
ductlon of the DVD. He alms to pro-
duce 50,000 copies and deliver them to
elementary and junior high schools
around the nation, as well as to public
libraries.

“I hope lots of children will watch
the drama and be encouraged not to
engage in prejudice and dis-
<rimination,” Aridomi said.

For inquiries in [apanese, call or fax
(0835)22-3112 at Mirai Planet’s secret-
ariat, or email: info@yg-rvm-support.org

@ Intractable vascular
matformation

The cause af this ailmeant, which
makes blood vessels inside the
body become entangled, is un-
known. Malformations can appear
not anly on the arms and legs, but
on other parts of the body as well.
There is no cure at the present
time. The number of patients in
Japan is estirnated at 10,000,
Some types of the disease are de-
signated by the government as in-
{ractable. i




